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ICELAND ROAD TRIP �1



Day 1 (SUN - April 2nd). REYKJAVIK 
06:30 - 08:20: flight from Manchester to Reykjavik with EasyJet 

09:00 - 11:00: rent 4x4 from Northbound. On the pickup date, Go Car Rental will 
have a representative in the arrival hall with a sign with your name on it and deliver the car 
to you at the airport. Remember to bring printed Voucher. 

• Remember to fill up the gas tank  

• Remember to shop for groceries at a supermarket. The budget chain is Bónus 
Hallveigarstígur Reykjavík, opening on Sunday from 12.00 to 18.00). The 
supermarket 10-11 is a bit more expensive, but it is everywhere and is open 24/7. 

12:00: take a free guided walking tour of the city with CityWalk. 

• A couple of recommended restaurants by #lifewithaview 

• Sægreifinn (11:30am - 10:00pm). Price $. Old Harbour. 
• Bæjarins Beztu Pylsur (10:00am - 1:00pm). Price $. Famous hot dog. 

Window shop on 
Laugavegur

Laugavegur is the most famous street in Reykjavik. It’s easy to walk around 
and swoon over the adorable buildings. You can stick to window shopping, 
get a quick bite to eat if you’re hungry, or grab some awesome Icelandic 
souvenirs.

Old harbor
The old shipping harbor is right along the sea side close to the town center. 
Super cute harbor with old fishing boats and a great view of the skyline. 
Extra fun if you get ice cream first! 

Walk around the 
beautiful Harpa 

Concert Hall

The Harpa is a gorgeous glass building right along the ocean that hosts 
concerts and plays. There is no charge to walk around inside and marvel at 
the design. Plus, it’s a great spot to catch a view over the harbor and Mt. 
Esja!

Capture the 
iconic Sun 

Voyager

Known to Icelanders as Sólfar, this ship sculpture is a tribute to the sun and 
represents discovering uncharted territory, progress and freedom. With Mt. 
Esjan across the sea, this is a photo op you don’t want to miss! I don’t think 
I’ve ever passed by without seeing at least 5 tourists taking photos!

Admire 
Hallgrimskirkja

Perhaps the most iconic part of the Reykjavik skyline and top of every 
tourists list is this stunning church. The columns around the church were 
inspired by Svartifoss black waterfall in South Iceland. If you want to go up 
to the top for great photo ops of the city, admission is 600kr / ≈4 USD.

Stroll around 
Tjörnin

Tjörnin is a natural pond surrounded by the beautiful Icelandic architecture 
in the heart of Reykjavik. It is a really popular pond to feed ducks and 
geese as well!

Browse through 
City Hall

While this might not sound like your idea of fun, I encourage you to stop 
into City Hall after your trip around Tjörnin. There are always different 
culture or historical things on display, and a huge 3D map of Iceland that is 
so awesome to look at!

Bonus! Check 
out the street art 
around the city

Iceland is known for it’s creative and artistic culture, and the street art 
around the city is evidence of just that. There are endless displays of 
colorful street art on the fences and sides of buildings with more popping 
up all the time. Be on the lookout!
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https://www.instagram.com/p/-hPgj_EylW/?taken-by=lifewithaview15


19:00 - 21:00: visit the Blue Lagoon. Remember to bring printed tickets. Bring 
swimsuit, towel, slippers and camera (pictures are allowed for personal use). Shampoo, 
gel, and conditioner are available in the Blue Lagoon. 

�   �   �

Bus Hostel check-in time: after 15:00pm. Bed linen and towels are not included in the 
Dormitory rooms. You can rent them on site or bring your own (e.g., sleeping bag).
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Day 2 (MON - April 3rd). GOLDEN CIRCLE 
Thingvellir National Park 

The Visitor Center is in a building close to the 
viewspot at Hakið, where a footpath leads down into the 
great Almannagjá fault. The exhibition in the Visitor Centre 
i s a lmost exc lus ive ly based on  in te rac t i ve 
multimedia. Admission is free. Lavatories at the car park 
by the Visitor centre are open from 09:00-18:00. Service 
fee for the lavatories is 200 isk. 

From 16th May 2016 Thingvellir national is charging parking fees on designated 
parking areas around the assembly site. The parking affected: P1. By the Visitor centre at 
 Hakid next to the viewpoint at the upper end of Almannagjá. P2.  At two parking lots near 
the assembly fields and Öxarárfoss. P5. To the south of the assembly site. The charge for 
a daypass on all the parking lots is as follows: Private Car - 500 ISK. Parking pay 
machines are on the parking lots where visitors are required to pay for a daypass which 
should be left visible on the car dashboard. The parking pay machines accept all major 
credit/debit cards. 

The Information Centre in Þingvellir National Park 
is at Leirar, close to the camping grounds. At the 
Information Center visitors can get general information 
about the National Park, its nature and history. Also 
available are maps of the park with marked trails. 
Information about other places of interest in the area and 
the condition of roads is also available. There is a cafeteria 
which has light refreshments, open all year round. 
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Geysir Hot Springs 

Geysir has a hotel, petrol station and tourist centre. The key geyser to watch is 
Strokkur, which erupts every few minutes. The whole site is surrounded by a collection of 
smaller hot pools, each with its own distinct character. 

Gullfoss Waterfall 

Gullfoss (Golden Waterfall) is an iconic waterfall of Iceland offering a spectacular 
view of the forces and beauty of untouched nature. If you’re looking for a restaurant/café 
next to Gullfoss waterfall you have come to the right place. Gullfoss café has a local flair 
and offers diverse options of hot food & sandwiches / hot & cold drinks / desserts & cakes. 
Enjoy a relaxing stay next to Gullfoss waterfall (10.00 - 18.00). 

Spend the night in Selfoss 

Selfoss has a N1 gas station and a  Bónus 
supermarket. Our accomodation, Guesthouse Garun 
Skolavellir, has check in hours from 16.00 to 21.00. Check 
out hours are from 7.00 to 11.00. 
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Distance: 4km
Difficulty: easy
Time: 1h 30min



Day 3 (TUE - April 4th). SOUTH ICELAND 
Hella 

The name of the town comes from caves near the river. It is said that Irish monks 
lived there in the times of first settlement. There are small industries as well as shops.  

Seljalandsfoss 

Seljalandsfoss has a narrow cascade but is one of 
Iceland's highest waterfalls, at 63 meters. The waterfall is 
highly picturesque and has the rare distinction that one can 
actually walk behind it. Remember to bring waterproof 
gear, good and resistant boots (the ground is very slippery) 
and a parka - you get REALLY wet! 

Skógafoss 

The Skógafoss is one of the biggest waterfalls in the country with a width of 25 
metres (82 feet) and a drop of 60 m (200 ft). Due to the amount of spray the waterfall 
consistently produces, a single or double rainbow is normally visible on sunny days. 
According to legend, the first Viking settler in the area, Þrasi Þórólfsson, buried a treasure 
in a cave behind the waterfall. Climb a staircase up to the top for more cascades and 
views out over southern Iceland’s coastline. 

Vík í Mýrdal 

The village of Vík is the southernmost village in Iceland. In 1991, the US journal 
Islands Magazine counted this beach as one of the ten most beautiful beaches on Earth. 
Its stretch of black basalt sand is one of the wettest places in Iceland. Vík í Mýrdal is the 
warmest place in Iceland with an annual mean temperature of 5.3 °C. N1 gas station. 

• Reynisfjara Black Sand Beach. There is ample parking (free) and an info centre, 
with the usual souvenirs available and toilets. About half way down the beach is a large 
vaulted cavern called Hálsanefeshellir. Despite the natural beauty, Reynisfjara can be 
dangerous. The water is extremely cold, the waves are unpredictable, and the rip 
currents are strong, so don't go near the water. Falling rocks are a hazard, particularly in 
the caves, so don't stop and have a picnic under there. Just visit when the tide is out 
and stay a safe distance from both the mountain and the sea. 

• Dyrhólaey Arch. To the north is to be seen the big glacier Mýrdalsjökull. To the 
east, the black lava columns of the Reynisdrangar come out of the sea, and to the west 
the whole coastline in the direction of Selfoss is visible. In front of the peninsula, there is 
a gigantic black arch of lava standing in the sea, which gave the peninsula its name 
(meaning: the hill-island with the door-hole). 

Spend the night at Guesthouse Steig (Steig, Vík, 871 Steig, Iceland). Check-in 
hours (15:00 - 20:00) and check-out hours (08:00 - 11:00). WAKE UP EARLY!!! 
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Day 4 (WED - April 5th). SOUTHEAST ICELAND 
Kirkjubæjarklaustur 

Kirkjubæjarklaustur is the only centre of 
population in the district, with about 150 inhabitants. 
It is the only place between Vík and Höfn which 
offers services, including a fuel station, a bank, a 
post office and a supermarket.  

Foss a Sidu. We can stop here on our way to 
Vatnajökull National Park. 

Vatnajökull National Park - the largest national park in Europe 

Stop at Skaftafell Visitor Centre, an information and service centre where visitors 
can find answers to their questions about the Skaftafell area, along with information about 
hiking trails, accommodation and nearby recreational options. It also has a souvenir shop 
with books, postcards, etc., and special emphasis on local handicraft (February - April: 
10.00 - 17.00). We can potentially do two hikes (depending on the weather): 

• S1: Skaftafellsjökull. Distance: 3.7 km (round-trip). Walking time: 1 - 1.5 hrs. 
Route difficulty: 1 (easy). The trail starts next to Skaftafell Visitor Centre and is well 
indicated. It is paved half the way, while the latter half has a fairly comfortable gravel 
surface. The trail ends in close proximity of Skaftafellsjökull glacier and you will get a 
good view of this impressive glacier. Those who wish get closer can do so but are 
encouraged to follow instructions on a warning sign at the trail's end. 

• S2: Svartifoss - Sjónarsker - Sel. Distance: 5.5 km (round-trip). Walking time: 2 
hrs. Route difficulty: 1 (easy). The trail starts next to Skaftafell Visitor Centre and is well 
indicated. The first 250 meters go through the campground but the trail then turns right 
and uphill. Follow the signs until you arrive at a viewpoint above the waterfall (140 m 
ascent in 1.5 km). Continue down into the ravine, across the footbridge, and climb up 
the basalt column steps on the other side of the ravine. Continue on this trail to the 
viewpoint at Sjónarnípa, then head back towards the old turf house at Sel and then back 
to the visitor centre via Lambhagi. 
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 Fjallsárlón Glacial Lagoon 

 Fjallsárlón is an isolated glacial lagoon in the realm of 
Vatnajökull. Arriving to the lagoon is like stepping into a 
dreamlike world that offers spectacular sights. Iceland's 
tallest volcano, the Öræfajökull glacier, looms above the 
lagoon and reaches down to the water where icebergs break 
off into the lake and drift serenely around before melting. 

 Jökulsárlón 

 Jökulsárlón (literally "glacial river lagoon") is a large glacial lake in southeast 
Iceland, on the edge of Vatnajökull National Park.  

 Diamond Beach 

 The Diamond beach is by Jökulsárlón glacial 
lagoon in southeast Iceland, on which I have written 
another blog. It is one of Iceland's greatest wonders of 
nature, the crown jewel of Iceland - and right by 
Iceland's Ring Road number 1. There is a parking lot 
on the south side of ring-road 1, just above the beach 
and only a couple of minute's walk down to the ocean. 
So it is very accessible. 

 Höfn 

In recent years the town has promoted lobster as a 
central part of its image, for instance with a "lobster 
festival" that is held each summer. Spend the night at 
Guesthouse Hvammur (Ránarslóð 2, 780 Höfn, 
Iceland). Check-in hours (15:00 - 21:00) and check-out 
hours (07:00 - 11:00 hours). There is a N1 gas station 
and a supermarket. 
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Day 5 (THU - April 6th). EAST ICELAND 
Lækjavik coastline. 

Þvottá (Thvotta). The southernmost farm of the Alftafjordur County.  

Djúpivogur. The pyramid-shaped Búlandstindur (1069m), dominates the landscape, 
and according to legend it can make wishes come true during the summer solstice. 

Sveinsstekksfoss. 

Breiðdalsvík. Stop and search for colourful stones. Breiðdalsvík, the charming 
village lies on the coast with great seascapes and black sand beaches. N1 gas station. 

Stöðvarfjördur. Neat small town on the northern side of the fjord by the same 
name. Like most of the eastern fjords, it is surrounded by spectacular mountains. The 
area is renowned for its natural beauty. Lovers of nature will enjoy contemplating the 
beautiful waterfalls of the river, Stödvará, which joints the ocean at the bottom of the fjord. 

Fáskrúðsfjörður. At the bottom of the fjord there is a grassy valley with lovely arctic 
woodlands. The route from Reyðarfjörður along the coast is very scenic and should not be 
missed. From the latter part of the 19th century until 1935, the town was the main hub for 
French fishermen off East of Iceland. The town is famous for its French heritage. Don't 
forget to visit the local Café which is known for great cakes and refreshments. 

Reyðarfjörður. The longest and widest of Iceland's eastern fjords; more than 30 km. 
long. During World War II, Reyðarfjörður was occupied by British forces. An easy, marked 
hiking path leads onto the mountain from Fagradalur valley and there is also a magnificent 
hiking path along the beautiful Geithúsaá river ravine. N1 gas station. 

Eskifjörður. Charming seaside village in the middle of the eastern Fjords. Two 
mountains, Eskja and Hólmatindur, dominate the fjord.  

Neskaupstaður. The road from Eskifjörður over to Neskaupstaður has great views 
before leading through an old single lane tunnel and winding its way downwards. Until 50 
years ago the town was only accessible be sea. 

Seydisfjordur. If you visit only one town in the Eastfjords, this should be it. Made up 
of multicoloured wooden houses and surrounded by snowcapped mountains and 
cascading waterfalls, obscenely picturesque Seyðisfjörður is the most historically and 
architecturally interesting town in East Iceland. 

Spend the night in Egilsstaðir. Our accomodation, Laufás Guesthouse, has check-
in hours from 16.00 to 21.00. IMPORTANT: we have to check-in at Lyngás Guesthouse.  
Check-in at 20:00 or later will incur a late check-in fee of EUR 35 if not arranged with 
the property before 20:00 on the arrival day. There is a N1 gas station and a Bónus 
supermarket. 
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Day 6 (FRI - April 7th). DIAMOND CIRCLE 
Dettifoss 

Dettifoss is a waterfall in Vatnajökull National Park in Northeast Iceland, and is 
reputed to be the most powerful waterfall in Europe. On the west bank there are minimal 
facilities (bathroom), and the view on the waterfall is somewhat hindered by the waterfall's 
spray. On the east bank there is an information panel maintained by the staff of Vatnajökull 
NP (Vatnajökulsþjóðgarður) and a maintained track to the best viewpoints, as well as 
public restroom. It is a bit of a walk to get to either one, so aim to spend 2-3hours in this 
area. HOWEVER, TripAdvisor reviews from late March 2016 say that the roads were 
closed and their 4x4 didn’t make it… they had to pay the rescue fee. SO BE CAREFUL! 

Hverir 

The large geothermal field of Hverir is a unique wasteland in which pools of boiling 
mud, hot springs and hissing chimneys give life to a desolate Mars-like scenery. Take your 
time to stroll around the bubbling gray puddles and the ethereal steam loudly pouring from 
the conical fumaroles. If you’ve never smelled a rotten egg this is a good chance to fill this 
gap. Just approach the chimneys.  

Don’t leave without having hiked to the top of Námafjall, the mountain in the back of 
the geothermal field. The steep trail is naturally heated from the ground and leads to 
several viewpoints, some of them marked by massive rocks looking like ancient 
abandoned fortresses. From up here you’ll get a different and unusual point of view of 
one of the most impressive sight of all the Diamond Circle. Each of the viewpoints shows 
a stunning view over the green and blue western landscape, with lake Mývatn, and over 
lava fields and striking dark mountains on the eastern side. 

How to get here: 

If you’re coming from the western side of Dettifoss reach road n.1 and drive for 21km 
direction West until the junction, on the left of the street, with the short road leading to the 
parking area of Hverir. 

If you’re coming from the eastern side of Dettifoss reach road n.1 and drive for 31km 
direction West until the junction, on the left of the street, with the short road leading to the 
parking area of Hverir. 
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Reykjahlíð (N1 gas station) 

Lake Mývatn 

Mývatn is a shallow eutrophic lake situated in an area of 
active volcanism in the north of Iceland. The lake and its 
surrounding wetlands have an exceptionally rich fauna of 
waterbirds, especially ducks. It is WINTER at this time of year!!! 

Góðafoss - The waterfall of the Gods 

The Goðafoss waterfall is one of the most spectacular waterfalls in Iceland. The 
water of the river Skjálfandafljót falls from a height of 12 meters over a width of 30 meters. 
Goðafoss is closely connected with one of the most important event in Icelandic history: 
the conversion to Christianity from “the old custom” in the year 1000. At that time, Þorgeir 
Þorkelsson, was faced with the task of settling the growing disputes between Christians 
and those who worshipped the old Nordic gods. Despite being a heathen priest himself, 
he decided that all of Iceland should be Christian, as is famously recorded in the Sagas. 
Legend has it that he dispensed of his heathen gods by throwing them into the falls in a 
symbolic act of the conversion.  

Akureyri 

Akureyri (pronounced ah-koo-rare-ee) 
stands strong as Iceland’s second city, but a 
Melbourne, Manchester or Montréal it is not. And 
how could it be with only 18,000 residents? It’s a 
wonder the city (which would be a ‘town’ anywhere 
else) generates this much buzz. Expect cool 
cafes, quality restaurants, a handful of art galleries 
and even some late-night bustle – a far cry from 
other rural Icelandic towns. 

Our accommodation, Guesthouse Brekkusel, has check-in hours from 15.00 to 
20.00 and check-out hours from 06.00 to 11.00. There are various supermarkets and N1 
gas stations. 
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Day 7 (SAT - April 8th). NORTHWEST ICELAND 
Blönduósbær 

Blönduós, which means the mouth of the river Blanda, is one of the busiest tourist 
stops in Iceland. There are few old houses in the village although there is a small cluster 
of older houses from the first half of the 20 century on the south side of the river. 

Staður 

There is a N1 gas station on our way to Staður. Besides that, there is nothing else to 
see (I couldn’t find any more information in Google). 

Laxárdalur 

Laxárdalur, a fairly long (14 km) grassy but rather 
narrow valley reaching from the Sævarlandsvík bay to 
Gönguskörð, the pass behind Tindastóll mountain. Through 
it flows Laxá, a fishing river. 

Stykkishólmur 

Stykkisholmur is beautifully-situated on the northern side of the Snaefellsnes 
peninsula. With beautiful and well-preserved old houses in the town centre, Stykkisholmur 
is also known as the gateway to the innumerable islands of Breidafjordur bay, which is 
renowned for its natural beauty and remarkable wildlife. The church in Stykkisholmur is 
interesting architecturally. It makes a beautiful landmark both from land and sea. The view 
from the church over Breidarfjordur is spectacular. There's free wi-fi throughout the 
whole town. The basalt island Súgandisey features a scenic lighthouse and grand 
views across Breiðafjörður. Reach it via the stone causeway from Stykkishólmur harbour. 

Our accommodation, Harbour Hostel, has check-in hours from 16.00 to 22.00 and 
check-out hours from 08.00 to 11.00. It seems like a very nice town, so if we have time we 
can explore it with no rush. 
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Day 8 (SUN - April 9th). WEST ICELAND 
Kirkjufell Mountain 

Kirkjufell (Icelandic: Church mountain) is a 463m 
high mountain on the north coast of Iceland's Snæfellsnes 
peninsula, near the town of Grundarfjörður. “As expected 
from the photos of the place, but I didn't imagine that it 
was so close to the main road, just maybe 100 meters 
from the parking place”. 

Snæfellsjökull National Park 

The Snæfellsjökull National Park is the first national park that was established in 
Iceland, the boundaries of which reach out into the sea. Standing at the foot of a volcano 
and glacier, Snæfellsjökull National Park is the only park that reaches from the seashore 
to the mountaintops. The main attraction of the Snæfellsjökull national park is  
Snæfellsjökull glacier that dominates the surroundings. Mount Snæfellsjökull is an active 
volcano which has moulded the landscape with moss covered lava fields, craters, caves, 
sea cliffs full of birds and black sand beaches. Once in the NP, we have various options, 
depending on the weather (PS: the Visitor Centre is closed on Sundays): 

• Drive around Snæfellsjökull National Park’s main road 

• Hike - I’ve identified a couple of possible trails we could do: 

• Do hike 30 (see map): Arnarstapi – Hellnar. Trail With posts 2.5 km / 45–
60 mins. The area between Arnarstapi and Hellnar, from the sea up to the 
glacier, is a large lava field known as Hellnahraun. The track Neðstagata 
crosses the lava following the coast. Evidence of powerful natural forces is clear 
to see in the shape of the landscape, scoured rock faces and canyons. 
Kittiwakes sit on nests in the gills around Arnarstapi. The coast is a protected 
area with unique cliff formations. Difficulty: DEMANDING. 
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• Do hike 25 (see map): Svalþúfa – Lóndrangar (then on to Malarrif). Trail 
with posts. If we do Svalþúfa – Lóndrangar  it’s 1 km / 30 mins. If we do 
Svalþúfa – Malarrif then it’s 1.6 km / 1 hr. A 1 km trail from the car park to 
Lóndrangar and back. Walk up onto Svalþúfa, a location rich in folklore, where 
there is teeming bird life that is best observed using binoculars. The path to 
Lóndrangar descends the slope then follows the shoreline. The final section 
passes sensitive moss-covered areas – please keep to the path. Return along 
the marked path a little further inland, or continue along the coast to Malarrif, 1⁄2 
km further on. Difficulty: EASY. 

• The two large pillars towering over their surroundings at the shore near 
Hellnar in Snæfellsnes are Lóndrangar. The tow towers are believed to be 
ancient volcanic plugs that have endured the forces of nature for tens of 
thousands of years. They have sustained the wind, the forces of the ocean and 
even eruptions that have pushed more lava around them some thousands of 
years ago.  The higher one is 75 meters high, and the shorter is 61 meters high. 

Borgarnes 

Borgarnes is a town located on a peninsula at 
the shore of Borgarfjörður in Iceland. It has a N1 gas 
station and a Bónus supermarket, among other 
facilities. 

Hraunfossar 

Hraunfossar is a series of waterfalls formed by rivulets streaming out of the 
Hallmundarhraun, a lava field. The waterfalls pour into the Hvítá river from ledges of less 
porous rock in the lava. The name hraun comes from the 
Icelandic word for lava. Literally a stone's throw 
upstream from Hraunfossar, there is another waterfall 
called Barnafoss. Its name, the waterfall of the children, 
comes from an accident which is said to have taken 
place here in former times. There was a natural bridge 
over the waterfall and two children from a nearby farm 
fell to their deaths crossing the river on the bridge. 
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The following short list of Icelandic words may be helpful in understanding place names: 

 
• fell: hill, small mountain 

• hellir: cave 

• hóll: hill, hillock, knoll 

• hraun: lava 

• jökull: glacier 

• klettur: cliff 

• lækur: stream, brook 

• nes: cape, promontory, headland 

• rétt: sheep corral 

• sandur: sand 

• skáli: lodge, cabin 

• snær: snow 

• steinn: stone, boulder 

• vík: small bay, cove, inlet 

• vör: landing place 

• þúfa: clump of grass, tussock 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GAS STATIONS IN ICELAND 

Petrol station brands in Iceland 
• Full-service and self-service gas stations in Iceland: N1, Skeljungur and Olís all 

offer stations with full-service stations. Most of them have a cafeteria or restaurant, sell 
basic necessities and groceries and have clean restrooms available. They are also 
often the only convenience stores or restaurants in some areas. Most also sell the 
famous Icelandic hotdogs, which make an excellent roadside snack. N1 has the most 
stations around the country but most of them are self-service stations. 

• Self-service only: These stations only offer gasoline and diesel with self-service 
stations located around the country: Atlantsolía, Dælan, Orkan, ÓB 

A few important tips! 
 • Have a chip and pin card! The self-service stations require you to have a chip and 

pin card to authorize the payment. 

 • Get a prepaid gas card. If you are not able to get a chip and pin card from your 
bank, you could buy a prepaid gas card to use in the unmanned gas stations or 
after hours. You can get them for 3.000, 5.000 and 10.000 kr. We recommend 
getting one from N1 as they have the most stations around the country. 

 • Be careful when filling up! Many self-service stations have the option to choose a 
certain amount or choose “fill up.” Although choosing the fill-up option is the most 
convenient option for most Icelanders, foreigners (especially from the US) can run 
into trouble. The reason is that when you choose “fill up” the company holds a 
charge for 25.000 kr. as a security deposit on your card and they keep that 
deposit for up to 48-72 hours until the payment has cleared. They do this even 
though you just pumped for 10.000 kr. or 15.000 kr. Those charges can often be 
quite a burden when you have daily withdrawal limits or limited funds. 
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ICELAND ESSENTIALS 

TIPPING You don't have to leave a tip in Iceland. The service charge is included in 
the price. 

TAX-FREE 
SHOPPING

• Many stores offer tax-free shopping. Always ask for the tax-free form 
along with the receipt, sometimes you must spend a minimum amount of 
6.000 ISK in a store to receive one. Just remember, when you go to the 
airport on your way home, you need to head on over to the Tax-Free 
counter at the airport before you check in your luggage. You will need to 
show the cashier the following things: 

❖ The Tax-Free form & the receipt for the items. 
❖ Your plane ticket to prove that you are leaving the country. 
❖ You might need to open your bag and prove that are indeed travelling with 

these items 
❖ You will also need to have a legal address outside of Iceland.  
• You can choose to get your money via wire transfer to your credit card or 

just straight up cash. 

CONVERSION 
OF ISKR

Your safest bet is to do all conversion to and from the Icelandic Króna in 
Iceland, I’ve never been to a country that sells the Icelandic Króna so to be 
on the safe side, just get rid of all your cash before you head back home. 

ELECTRICAL 
DEVICES

In Iceland, we use the plug with the two smooth pins like they have in 
France and most of Europe

CAR 
INSURANCE

Always, and I mean always, take the Gravel Protection in your rental car. 
There are so many gravel roads in Iceland, even the main road, route 1, is 
partially gravel. There is a very good chance that you'll get barraged by 
gravel at some point in your journey.

The Sand and Ash Damage Waiver depends entirely on where you intend 
to drive and during which part of the year. During winter, it's not as 
necessary, but during March and April, you should absolutely consider it, for 
good reason. March and April are the two sand-heaviest months of the year 
as the snow has recently thawed out at that time and the grass hasn't grown 
enough to create any sort of barrier to keep the sand in place. This is very 
common when you drive the south coast and some highland roads. 

Make sure to photograph the entire car. Prevent this by going all out when 
you receive the car, photograph the car and make sure the agent is present 
when you do. 

DRINKING
The tap water is safe to drink, and not only safe, I think it’s magical. 
Icelanders have been drinking it for ages, and look how many times we’ve 
won beauty pageants and strongman contests throughout the world. 
Coincidence? I think not. 
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